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1. Binkiang road comstructicn and maintenance and automobile Tepair and parts skhops
wyere, prior to 12 Apr 33, under the Jurledliction o2 the provincial Department of
Comsunications. Bhortly after that date Lowvever and up to October 1943, Governor

Sht<sal and his Boviet advisors set up tho Sinkiang Road Building Agency
Binzianakeia Glavnaia Dorozhnaia Stroitelstva - "Dorstroy") which took over all
or these functions. The beadquarters, or main offices, of.Dorstroy were iocated
in Urumchi (Tihwa), <he capital of the Province. As in the case of all othern
Sinriang Soviet-controlled orgacizations, although the Director of Dorstroy was
,a Chinese, the real control lay in the bazds of a Soviot 'advisor” whose last
sane was Kudriatseve This Soviet advigor and his suaff of six or.seven Soviet
2ngineers and npproximtcl;z 12 Soviec office workers were all located at the 50X1 'HUM
Boodiiil teis of Duswiioy
| | /r
2+ In northern Sinkiang, north of the Tien Shan Raunge, Dorstrcy maintained regional
Offices anc automobile repair anc surts shoit i Urumchi, Kuldja (Ining) anc
Chuguchak (Tahcheng). The Urunzihl reglonnl cfZice. wag managac by lilkolad
Ivano¥Zch Jehteev until 1952, when ke 1l cut or Coviet favor, wac i=mprisoned and

executed. It wes located 4n the Russlan gector of Urumchi J

fun:i Servicec both the Urachi and Hami

Acglons, or adminic*rative dlstricts., The Kulcje office Lad Jurisdiction over

only tae Ili4 Regiornywhereas the Chuguchnk office serviced the Tarbagatai and

Altal Regiornc, Dorstrcy must have also nad off{cces and autoucdbile repair anc

partc chopr {n zouthern Sinkiung
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The oancgern of these regional
3 or pro-Soviet local Rucsians who were appoirnted by

offices wure elther Soviet
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2. The afore-meptiored Dorstroy sutcmotive repair ani perts shops were not actually ~
autcmotive garages | | They were merely bulldings within which ._
a fcw Louls and paris were stored and where there was 8 D1ACKSmITR who could 50X1-HUM I~

weld and straighten damaged parts. There were no mechanics in these¢ repair E
and parts shops, 85 all drivers in Sinkiang are required <o be mechanics. Because
of the lack of repair facilities in S!+kiang, each vehicle travelling the open
road not only bas to have an ample supply of fuel to ensure its arrival, but

also a handful of spares for those parts which are likely to require replacement.
If other than one of these parts is dameged or ceases to function, makeshift
Tepairs are made on the road or im the next village which has a blacksmith's shop.

4. As no great skill or englaecering know-hov is needed in the maintenance and con- |
structiorn of Sinkiang roads, Dorstroy employed local unskilled Moslems as laborers.
They were supervised on the construction sitae by either Soviets or local Russians.
Almost nc mechanized equipmont vas used by Dorstroy in the mafateszance and
construetion of roads in Binkiang. The onlv eauibment uaed roads, outsids
of the largest Sinkiang towvns of Urup.hi and Kuldja, vere dwmp trucks which were
rigged 50 as to enable them to aither mount a scraping and pushing blade on the
front and/or to pull a roller. The towns at Urumchi and Xuldja had several old
mode. (abnut 1925) street rollers. .

\
e a7, -

5. Ip 8inkiang there are tasically three types of roada. Tne first is actually e
route or trail used for venturies by the —omads of Sinciang in moving thoir
herds of cattle from summer tO winter pastures. 7Tho second is a narrgv pash or ,
ro>ad that has beoen formed through constant use by native arbas (an aroa being
& local type of cart with extremely large vhoels). It might be added here that
whareer the Sinkiang terrain allows carts to travel, wvithout necessitating the
construction of a road, there & cart road slready exists. The third,best and only
izproved type of Binkiang road is the stosse. It is, hovever, a very r.aitive
highvay by UP standarés. BShosce 2z a poviet term for an "isproved” or gradsd roed,

6. In Binkiang, the shosset arec old cart rosds £ollowing major trads ruutes which
bave been gradsd and macadarized ¥o allov speedier and rafe. sutomobils and truck
travel. Tho Sinkiang shosses are usually about eight miters in vidth, sufficieatly

| ' vide to allov two trucks to pass one =nothar. Dorstroy constructed shosses dy

having hundrgds of Moslem laborers dig ditches on toth sides of the road, sboveling
the 4Airt ontc the roadway. Thon this raised roedvay, witk & ditch on elther side,

48 gredad dy the lnborers so.that 4t 4s high in tbe middle and slopes gently

Ydovards the ditches. The reason for making the shosse rafsed and rsunded 1s ¢0

allov rain vater to reaiily rus off of <the ahosse azd iat0 the ditches. The naxt

step i for Bovie: Auxp trucks %O bring iz, wher's necessary, gravel vhioh i

spread over the roadway by the ladorers. The last stap is for these same Quxp

Trucks tO AtTACh A SCraper tO the front and o rollar onto the resar amd <o

completo the grading and rolling ©f tha skcsss.

7. Xaiztenance of tho akosses “s carried oz in & sizilar zanzer. The labcrers prscede

toose specially squipped truciks and 2412 in aay bald holes that may havs daveloped

| «n the roadvay. Those -acadacizad akossos, &1tzough prinitive, ars very satisfactory ;

* nighwvays. This was proved during the pericd 1928 to 1942 whea tue Boviets were

supplying the Chirese A-my vith military equipmont cver the zaln east-weat shosse
in Binkiang. This ochossn encters Sizkiang from Xhorges, USSR, rums for the full
width of Binkieag ani tLrough Singsingsia Gorge into Xonsu Province., It was in
constant 'we, bott ir winter acd suzmexr, by Zive to 1T ton Soviet trucks vhich
vore all loaded to Zul. capacity. Yet, it stooi up very well, needinyg only
minor repairs right up to the time cf =y departure frem Binkiang. In 19443,
althougt this shosse wvas over 13 years ~ld, it wap in perfect copditica.

8. The Sinkiang Provincial Tranmsport Agency vaas rlonely allled to Dorstroy, sinuce *

<t had Jurisdiction over all types of ground transpyoriation in Sinkiang. This

organizatica was alsc cparated by a Soviet advisor to Governmor Cl.ong. when first

coming intc existencs, ahortly after 12 Apr 33, it ccafiscaze’ ail 'or‘.vs.t.oly-mmud

mctor vehicles, 4ncluding trucks, passenger cars and zotCPOPMl4s. These vere later

augnonted by Soviet LIS-5, AMO-3, GAZ-2 and 2ZI8-3 trucke, ZI8-3 buses, and GAZ and

MG passenger cars. Tue Binkinng Provirciai Transpore Agency's z=ain function vas
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20 rrovide all types of necessary vehicles and animala for the movement of government i
equipmant, government-owned goods (vhich weére purchased for sale to the 8oviets), mail
‘ aul gOVeIEGEL peraviEEie THe Tasicus Scvist "sxpediviona” and sdvisory groups is ;
Binkiang operated their own. ve iicles apd were.indepondent.of the Siakiang Frovincial ;\

Traisport Agesncy in the field of transportation.

9. The smmis Provincisl Trapsport Agency, altbough it hed Jurisdictica over all types
of ground transpartation, oniy exerciced its full control over motor vehicles and *

Ta

$ .
vartial control cver camel ceravans. Thus, private sndividuals and firias bad to rely

l

on either camels, horses, ishik (donkeys), ar arbas (native caxts) for personal travél
or the transpictation of their goods within the provincs. .

- end - ‘
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